HENRY COLEMAN, SR. AND 
MARY JANE THRELKELD 
COLEMAN McCARRELL 


MIDWAY BIOGRAPHIES 


Henry Coleman, Sr. was born May 5, 
1836 in Sherrington, Buckinghamshire, 
England, the son of George and Elizabeth 
Bailey Coleman. He married Mary Jane 
Threlkeld on November 30, 1860, in the 
Endowment House in Salt Lake City by 
Bishop Brinton. He died December 25, 
1867, in Midway. 

Mary Jane Threlkeld Coleman McCarrell 
was born May 15, 1842, at Carlisle, Cum- 
berland, England, the daughter of John and 
Elizabeth Barker Threlkeld. She married 
Henry Coleman November 30, 1860, in Salt 
Lake City. She married Joseph McCarrell in 
1873 in Midway. She died January 26, 
1916, in Heber, and was buried in Midway. 

Henry was the oldest son of his parents, 
who, with their family, had been converted 
to the Mormon Church. Henry was the 
first to come о (Шаһ. He arrived іп 1850 
when he was only fourteen years of age. 
He came alone, his parents and the rest of 
the family remaining in England until later. 
He came across the ocean and to Utah with 
the Samuel Claridge Company. Upon 
reaching Utah, he made his home with Bish- 
op David Brinton in Big Cottonwood, Salt 
Lake County. 

Henry made several trips back across the 
plains to meet emigrants enroute to Utah. 
While on one of these trips he met a beauti- 
ful young English girl, Mary Jane Threl- 
keld. They fell in love and were married. 

Young Henry was in the employment of 
Mr. William Howard of Cottonwood, Salt 
Lake County. While earning money he kept 
in mind that he would help his family come 
to Zion. In 1862 he sent passage money for 
his brothers William and Louis. The three 
brothers worked together putting part of 
their earnings in the emigration fund han- 
dled by the Church. By 1864 they, with 
what their parents had saved, had enough to 
bring the entire family to Utah. 

Henry and Mr. Howard continued to 
work together. They made several business 
deals, one of which culminated in the pur- 
chase by Henry of a farm in Midway, which 
was held by his family until 1958. A saw. 
mill on the farm was part of the purchase. 
He operated a store in connection with the 
mill. He developed a thriving lumber busi- 
ness. He and his wife spent their winters 
in Big Cottonwood, where he had acquired 
some property. Three of their four children 
were born in Big Cottonwood. 

Henry died at a very early age. Shortly 
before his fourth child was born, he was 
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stricken with what they called brain fever. 
After only two days’ illness, he died on 
Christmas Day at the age of thirty-one. The 
community, shocked and grieved by his 
death, cancelled all holiday celebrations. He 
was the first adult buried in the Midway 
Cemetery. 

Henry was one of the promising young 
men of the valley. He was resourceful, 
honest, intelligent; his probity was unques- 
tioned. He never had a picture of himself. 
It was said by those who remembered him 
that he was very good looking; he had 
brown hair and exceptionally beautiful blue 
eyes. He was a kind and generous gentle- 
man. 

Mary Jane Threlkeld spent her early life 
in England. She had a good education, was 
a talented singer and seamstress even as a 
young girl. She often told of the strict rules 
followed by her family members. Her fa- 
ther was meticulous in his dress. He changed 
his shirt front twice a day and his shoes 
were shined to a king's taste. The children 
ate at the same table with their parents only 
on occasion. However, they were a happy 
family. Mary Jane remembered seeing Queen 
Victoria, and also a public hanging in Eng- 
land. 

Some members of the family joined the 
Mormon Church in England. Мг. and Mrs. 
Threlkeld and part of their family came to 
America. Mr. Threlkeld, a man of consider- 
able means, was disappointed with the situa- 
tion here and decided to return to England. 
Two of his daughters, Margaret and Mary 
Jane, did not want to go back. They went 
to the home of friends who kept them hidden 
until the family had left. They never saw 
their parents again. The two girls came to 
Utah in 1860 in the Francis Brown Company. 
Margaret had become engaged to Joel John- 
son and married him upon their arrival in 
Utah. They settled in Southern Utah. 

During the trip across the plains, Pat- 
rick Carroll and his wife Margaret were 
especially kind to the Threlkeld sisters. 
Mary Jane married Henry Coleman. She 
was widowed while pregnant with her fourth 
child. George апа Margaret Bonner, 
Robert and Betty Ross, Robert and Maggie 
Cunningham, Attewall and Cynthia Woot- 
ton, and others befriended her during her 
widowhood. 

Five years after the death of her husband, 
she married Joseph McCarrell, a widower 
with seven children. She and Joseph had 
five more children. In order to retain the 
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dignity of an independent house and help 
care for so many children, Mary Jane took 
in sewing. She was an accomplished dress- 
maker, tailor and milliner. She trained her 
daughters to help with the sewing, and they 
in turn became efficient, capable and compe- 
tent in their own right. Mary Jane appreci- 
ated fine and lovely things; she prospered in 
her dressmaking and millinery establishment. 

She was an ardent Church worker. For 
many years she was first counselor to Cyn- 
thia Wootton in the Relief Society. She 
had charge of the making of burial clothes. 
She always sang in the choir. She helped 
raise a granddaughter, Lenore Baum. She 
died a highly respected and beloved woman. 
Her parents in England remained faithful 
to the Church. Her brother, John, came to 
Utah and settled in Salt Lake City. 

Children of Henry and Mary Jane Threl- 
keld Coleman: 

Mrs. Charles Alonzo (Elizabeth Barker) 
Epperson; 

Henry Threlkeld married Emily Matilda 
Springer; 

Mrs. Francis (Lucretia Howard) Green- 
well; 

Mrs. (Doctor) Alexander (Margaret 
Euphremia) McKendry. 

The children of Joseph McCarrell and 
Mary Jane Threlkeld Coleman: 

Heber John died in infancy; 

Mrs. James (Catherine Alice) Taylor, 
later married John Bee; 

Mrs. Frank (Hester Elenore) Baum, later 
married Byran Rector; 

Joseph Ernest married Cora Hiner; 

George Theodore married Verla Mae 
McNaughton. 


ELIJAH DAVIS AND SUSAN 
MOLINDA WALL 


ђаћ Davis was born August 15. 1550, 
at Council Bluffs. Iowa. son of William 
Luce Davis, born in 1824. in Indiana, who 
died very suddenly July 5. 1852. at Platte 
River, Nebraska, while on their way to Utah. 
Flijah’s mother was America Jane Over- 
land, She was born in 1827. in Kentucky. 
She married her husbands brother after 
William's death. She died in 1874 and is 
fried Wallsburg. Elijah died August 

Elijah's wife. Susan. was а daughter of 
ҚУ нан Madison Wall. «ho was born 
September 11. 1858. in Provo. and died at 
the Heber Hospital at 99 vears of age. 
Her mother was Elizabeth Penrod. who was 
born September 9. 1836. in Tlinois. and 
died April 14, 1925. at Wallsburg. 

Elijah hauled the U.S. | 
receiving 2 


mail many years. 
l_a day. He had to go. no mat- 
ter what kind of weather or if it was pos- 
sible to get through deep drifting snow, or 
if the river was so high it was hazardous 
to ford it on horseback. Elijah had the 
first shingle mill in Wallsburg. furnishing 
many shingles to Wasatch and Utah County 


users. 


Their children: William E. Willmirth, 
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WALLSBURG BIOGRAPHIES 


John. Nettie, Willard. Lenn. Lula. Nellie 
and Ora. 


SUSAN MOLINDA WALL 
DAVIS 


Susan Molinda Wall Davis was born 
September 11, 1858, at Provo, Utah. daugh- 
ter of William and Elizabeth Penrod Wall. 
She married Elijah Davis on January 5. 1875. 
To them were born nine children. There 
were many hardship for the girl. She served 
as a nurse and midwife. She died at the 
age of 99. in September. 1957. 

History given by Ora Parcell. a daughter. 

1 think you will agree that what 1 ат 
writing is really history. as it was given 
to me this March 14th. 1957, by my mother. 
who is still living at the age of 98, and wall 
be 99 September 11 next. She is Susan 
Molinda Wall Davis. She is the last living 
child of the late Elizabeth and William 
Wall. The town of Wallsbury was named 
after her father. 

She recalls they had many hardships when 
she was a girl. As there were five wives 
and 30 children. everyone had to cooperate 
and work hard. They only had one Sun 
day or best dress each year. Her m 


would spin the wool and another wife. : 
Emma Wall. wove the cloth and then 
dress was made by hand 

They had but one pair of shoes aura 


the winter and in summer went barefooted 
In the year 1875. on January 5. she mar 
ried Elijah Davis. and to them were born 
nine children. three boys and six girls Six 
of the children are still living. On Аии 
22. 1922. my father passed ама 

She has been a very active worker all 
her life. When the roads and weather were 
too bad for a doctor to come, she has been 
а nurse and midwife to many a family an 
town. Many a time she has gone with 
both the Drs. Dannenberg and a few times 
with Dr. Nielson when he first came to Wa 
satch County. Confinement сахех were 
nearly all taken care of in the home. Some 
went to the hospital, but most all were at 
home. and she was always ready to мә 
when called to help. 

After the children were reared she hed 
for her hobby star quilt making. compleuny 
more than 100. Then she started to crochet 
hair pin lace for pillow cases, but last year 
she could not see so well to do this kind of 
work. 


933 


She was very active in Relief Society 
work as a visiting teacher. She helped to 
collect funds to build the little Relief So- 
ciety room that still stands on the corner 
of the Church lot. She always wants to 
go to the ward and county parties. She 
attended the old folks’ party held at Dan- 
iels Ward last fall. and this spring. on 
February 23, 1957. she was able to go to the 
ward reunion and enjoy herself as the old- 
est member of the ward and also of the 
county. 

A picture we as a family will never for- 
get was when President Cummings and 
his lovely wife took hold of her arm and 
walked up the aisle and helped her to her 
dinner table. It was ап honor to him and 
we feel it is a big honor to her and the 
family to have the president of our stake 
help the oldest member ах they did that 
day. Thanks again to President and Mrs. 


Cummings. 


